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entities, or one must regard the whole world, together with
the egos ofaU other individuals, as products of one's own ego.
The former procedure would serve no purpose but writing
the unknowables with a capital U to terrify ignorant folk, and
the latter is not followed by the solipsist himself in practical
life.

There is nothing permanent in the ego, and it is therefore
incapable of being saved. Partly the intuitive knowledge of
this fact and partly the fear of it have been the prolific
mother of the many optimistic, religious, and philosophical
aberrations and absurdities. After deep thought and psy-
chological analysis {vibhajja sastra) the Blessed One
recognised that all false doctrines invariably have their
source in the aimaTi conception, whether it be a belief in the
existence of^.jivatman (ego-soul), or a belief in the existence
of an impersonal brahman {or paramdtman) in things. It
is the dtman conception that makes the ordinary man
(j)rthakjand) regard the impermanent as permanent, and
thus gives birth to all the sorrows of this world. As the
Bodhicharydvatdra says, " atmanam apantyajya diihkham
tyakhim na cakyate.^ Without renouncing the diman we
cannot get rid of sorrow. Only when the craving for indi-
vidual immortality is destroyed, will one be able to arrive at
a freer and more enlightened view of life, which will not
permit of ihe over-estimation of one's own ego in utter
disregard of other egos.

This brief discussion of the principles of anitya and
andtmata would have prepared the reader for a better under"
standing of the true import of Nirvana, There are in
vogue two false views concerning Nirvana, which have first
to be combated. Some think that NirvgLna is a state in
which the individual soul is completely absorbed in the
universal soul, just in the same way as the Vedanta
philosophy of the Brahmans understands it. By others it
is regarded as the annihilation of all activities (chitt^-
vrittinirodha^ nichfergendetivasheit^ in which love, life,
and everything become extinct.   As regards the first
view we need only say that it is radically different from
the true conception of Nirvana. Buddhism denies a soul
as well as an Absolute. How could it teach communion.